BILLIARD STUDY GUIDE

Cue Stick Grip:  Hold the cue toward the back with the four fingers from your strongest hand on one side and your thumb on the other side.  The cue is then cradled with the weakest hand toward the front of the cue.  The cue can either slide through the first and second fingers or you can form a bridge with your hand and slide on top of the first finger and thumb.

Stance:  You should be balanced, comfortable and have a level cue stick.
Helpful Tips:

· Chalk your cue between each shot.  This keeps the cue stick from slipping off the cue (white) ball.

· Concentrate on every shot.  Take time to set up.

· Think ahead.  Try to hit your shot with the possibility of setting up the next shot.

· Consider the angles.  No shot is impossible.

· It is better to strike the cue ball softly than to hit is as hard as possible.

8-Ball

· All 15 balls are racked with the 8-ball in the middle.
· Once you pocket a solid or stripe, you are committed to those for the rest of the game.

· With the exception of the break, the 8-ball is the last ball pocketed after all the shooter’s balls (solids or stripes) have gone in.
· With the exception of the break, you must call the pocket were you intend to hit the 8-ball.

· You WIN if the 8-ball goes in on the break and you were the shooter.

· You WIN if you put the 8-ball in on your final shot and successfully put it into the called pocket.

· You LOSE if the cue ball goes in with the 8-ball.

· You LOSE if you sink the 8-ball into the wrong pocket

* As long as the 8-ball is still on the table the game is not over.

9-Ball
· The first 9 balls are racked in a diamond shape.  #1 is the front of the diamond and #9 is in the middle.

· The shooter must always contact the lowest ball on the table first.

· Any ball that goes in after the lowest ball is hit stays in and the same player continues shooting.

· You WIN if the 9-ball goes in on the break.

· You WIN if the 9-ball goes in on a combination where you hit the lowest ball on the table first and it knocks the 9-ball in any pocket.

· You LOSE if the cue ball goes in with the 9.

· You LOSE if the 9-ball goes in and you did not hit the lowest ball on the table.

* As long as the 9-ball is still on the table the game is not over.
Ball-In-Hand:  Ball in hand means that the next shooter may put the cue ball anywhere on the table they choose.  This occurs when

· The cue ball leaves the table.

· The cue ball goes into any pocket.

· The object ball does not touch a rail.
· You strike your opponent’s ball first or pocket an opponent’s ball.

